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reconquer the province. Again and again he crossed
Prussia with his army during the Seven Years War, in
winter and in summer; when the weather was severe,
the gout in his hands was so painful that he could
hardly grasp his horse's reins, at times he was so exhausted
that he fell asleep in the saddle.
Frederick was profoundly depressed after his defeat
at Kollin, " Had I fallen in this battle/1 he wrote to
d'Argens, an old friend, " I should now be in a quiet
harbour where I should no longer fear the storms, but
I must sail ahead on this stormy sea, until a silent
corner of the earth gives me the happiness which I could
not find in this world/'
His desperate mood, however, did not make him
apathetic when he heard that Haddik, one of Maria
Theresa's generals, had occupied a suburb of Berlin with
a small detachment. Frederick was so angry at this
invasion of his capital that he almost forgot his depres-
sion. He hurried some of his troops to Brandenburg
and on November 5 inflicted a crushing defeat on the
French and Imperial armies at Rossbach.
A few weeks later he had returned to the south and
he was forced, after an Austrian victory at Schweidnitz,
on November 22, temporarily to surrender Silesia.
Maria Theresa's joy at recapturing her lost province was
short-lived. At the battle of Leuthen* on December 5,
1757, where Charles of Lorraine's army was three
times as large as Frederick's, the King of Prussia won
another overwhelming victory.
France was extremely agitated by these Prussian
victories and by her own defeat at Rosshach. Maria
Theresa's other allies, the Russians, had captured Memel,
but they had not made the most of this victory, and
they proved to be disappointing allies, Besides, the

